
In late 2023 while in Uganda, I had a phone conversation with a good personal (and ministry) friend Waltraud (Wally) 
whose life was near its end. We had known each other for over 40 years when she began to support our original radio 
station the Voice of Hope in South Lebanon, a space now occupied by terrorist group Hezbollah.

Now at 98 years, Wally’s mind was as sharp and clear as ever, but her body simply could not go on. Over many 
conversations, she would openly long for the moment when she could leave and be with the Lord. Of course, I told 
her I could not agree with that prayer…after all, our work was not done! In spite of my teasing, that day came in late 
November.

But two days earlier, I enjoyed one last conversation with my good friend Wally. Her last words to me were the same as 
they had been in every previous conversation; she wanted to hear how her support for the orange trees in Ongutoi, and 
the coffee trees in Kkumbya and the girls support in Nakyessa…how they were progressing. Wally’s practical view on 
life drove her charitable efforts and she wanted to be sure people would be somehow helped to find and follow Jesus, 
through whatever project we were involved with.

I was amazed how Wally stood at the edge of eternity, ready to go…but before she did, she wanted to be sure those she 
cared for would be OK! I loved her for that. What focus!

2024
And now looking into coming months, I still find my thoughts are influenced by Wally; if I had only ounces of energy left, 
what would I focus on . . . where would my remaining energy be committed? That is not a morbid thought-it’s a Wally-
thought; a pragmatic perspective that sharpens focus…exactly what we need at the close of a noisy, confusing year, and 
at the moment when we can look ahead with clear view.

ESSENTIALS 
During our November visit to Uganda, we provided Life Essentials Study Bible equipping and training for three groups; 
one class of pastors from three regions in Uganda, including some from the poorest villages of the nation; one class 
for female Christian leaders and the last class that included two from Zambia where we are just now praying about for 
expansion. 

TRANSFORMATION
We have participated in many classes to this point but we have discovered one commonality, regardless the community, 
the culture or the nation. Pastors always arrive politely and tired but apprehensive…understandably.

But after the first day, we see the faces change dramatically as preconceptions fade, a reality when one focuses on the 
Word and nothing else. Getting God’s perspective really does change everything. And by the second day, one cannot 
tell where cultural, denominational or personal lines are. Instead, there is deep joy, the unmistakable mark of a believer 
whose focus is clear.

The WORD of GOD does that. 
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The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, 
entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 

2 Timothy 2:2



The worship our team provides is excellent and inspiring; the prepared food is second to none in that country; the 
accommodations are best quality available and the facilities are all created and designed to respect the reason we are 
there while providing an atmosphere conducive to serious learning. A desire for photos in front of the fountain or the 
beautiful flowers testify to that appreciation. Every support facility combines to provide the best possible experience for 
our Christian leaders who come to learn. But they do not produce joy!

Only the Word of God can do that.

As we look into 2024, our focus is clear. The high priority will be providing Life Essentials Study Bible equipping for 
another 300 pastors (25 classes). We will also focus on continued humanitarian projects where preaching Jesus and 
bible distribution are included. We will continue to grow the many coffee trees which one day will be the “new donors” 
for Life Essentials Uganda, as we begin to focus on other nations (South Sudan and Zambia) as well as the orange trees 
for Ongutoi health care. We will continue to nurture the Nakyessa Girls empowerment at our centre there. We will 
continue to support radio wherever we are allowed and this year we wish to step deeper into prison ministry where 
men and women might be given Bibles and supports as they also hear about the Jesus who loves them unconditionally.

But everything we do will be Bible-centered. To that end, I would invite you to pray about supporting our focus in and 
for 2024. I will be sure to keep everyone informed and hopefully encouraged.

2024 may be a year of distraction for much of the world, but as for us, we have much to do with the resources we have:

Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you. Give careful thought to the paths for your feet and 
be steadfast in all your ways. Do not turn to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.                      

Proverbs 4:25-27 NIV

Don

HIGH ADVENTURE GOSPEL COMMUNICATION MINISTRIES
WEBSITE: WWW.HAGCM.ORG OR WWW.BVBROADCASTING.ORG

PHONE: 905-898-5447
IN CANADA: PO BOX 95561 | NEWMARKET, ON | L3Y 8J8 | MAIL@BVBROADCASTING.ORG

IN USA: PO BOX 7545 | SURPRISE, AZ 85374-9998 | ADMIN@HAGCM.ORG

PLEASE COMPLETE THE PORTION BELOW AND RETURN IN THE ENVELOPE PROVIDED. THANK YOU. 

My gift of   q $50   q $100   q $500   q Other  
 
Make cheques payable to: High Adventure Gospel Communication Ministries
 
Or donate online at www.hagcm.org or via interac e-transfer (Canada Only) using email admin@hagcm.org

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________ Province/State: __________ Postal Code/Zip Code: ______________________ 
 
Please charge my gift to my credit card  q VISA  q MASTERCARD q AMERICAN EXPRESS 

Card #: _________________________________________________________________________________ Exp.: ______________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: SPENDING OF FUNDS IS CONFINED TO PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS APPROVED BY THE CHARITY. EACH RESTRICTED CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS SUCH AN APPROVED 
PROGRAM OR PROJECT WILL BE USED AS SPECIFIED WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT WHEN THE NEED FOR SUCH A PROGRAM OR PROJECT HAS BEEN MET, OR CANNOT 
BE COMPLETED FOR ANY REASON DETERMINED BY THE CHARITY, THE REMAINING RESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE USED WHERE NEEDED MOST. 

‘A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE  
(18004357352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.”  
 WWW.FLORIDACONSUMERHELP.COM

DESIGNATED FUNDS ARE THE ORGANIZATION’S PROPERTY, AND SUBJECT TO THE ORGANIZATION’S EXCLUSIVE LEGAL CONTROL. THEY ARE USED ONLY FOR CHARITABLE 
PURPOSES AND NOT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE DONOR OR DONOR ADVISOR OR FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE CONFERRING IMPERMISSIBLE PRIVATE BENEFIT.

January 2024

THE FOCUS AT LIFE ESSENTIALS CENTRE


